It is now well established that malaria has been acting as an evolutionary agent which selected several specific resistant genes in regions where the disease is endemic. Conclusive information is available for several genes expressed in erythrocytes, such as the ,S' gene, some genes associated with G6PD deficiency, and with the Duffy blood group system.' The On the other hand, the inpatient group showed a significantly lower frequency of heterozygotes (0(65±0 12). This difference is not found in regions where malaria is absent. In table 2 we show a compilation of pertinent data by ourselves and by other authors in different geographical areas which demonstrate that in non-malarial areas the frequency of Hb S heterozygotes among people admitted to hospital is not lower than in the normal population.
On the basis of the above findings we suggest that in the presence of endemic malaria, Hb S heterozygotes are approximately 35% less susceptible than Hb A homozygotes to different diseases which require admission to hospital.
It would be of interest to repeat the same analysis in malarial regions where the frequency of the Ps gene is higher. 
